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Holy Week Worship
at the Reformed Church of Claverack

o Holy Week begins this year on Sunday, April 17 with Palm Sunday.

Palm Sunday has in recent years also been designated as Passion
Sunday by many Christian communities. We will begin our service
with the traditional procession of palms and continue throughout
the service move toward remembering Jesus’ passion.

On Thursday evening, April 21 we will remember Maundy
Thursday with a Tenebrae service, beginning at 7:00 pm.
Tenebrae, or "Service of Shadaws," is one of the oldest traditions
in the Christian church for the commemoration of the passion and
death of Christ. Through scripture readings and hymns the story
of Christ's betrayal, trial, and crucifixion is told. As the Passion
story unfolds, candles are extinguished and the darkness deepens,
until with the death of Christ, only one light is left burning. This
light is removed from the sanctuary, symbolizing Christ's three
days in the tomb. Oftentimes the service for Maundy Thursday
concludes with the stripping of the sanctuary, which is done in
absolute silence and in an unhurried, orderly fashion. The
practice dates from the seventh century and originally served the
practical purpose of cleaning the sanctuary in preparation for
Easter, when all things are made new. In time, however, the
practice became ceremonial in its own right. In silence and in
shadows, communion vessels, table cloths, pulpit and lectern
hangings, banners, candles, and all other decorative and liturgical
objects are sensitively removed, thus dramatizing the desolation,
abandonment and darkness of the passion and death of our Lord.
The sanctuary remains bare until the beginnings of the Easter
celebration. Ordinarily there is neither a blessing nor a postlude
at the conclusion of the service. The church remains in semi-
darkness, and all exit in silence. Symbolically, Christ, stripped of
his power and glory, is now in the hands of his captors.

Easter Sunday, April 24, we will come together for worship at
9:30 am to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Every
Sunday, is understood to be a “little Easter” - celebrating the
risen Christ is after all the reason that Christians’ weekly holy day
is on the first day of the week. And once a year we celebrate this
Easter in a big way - on Easter Sunday. May this holy day and
season bless us with all good hope and joy.

Fastor /fat/y Davelaar



Keep Up To Date With New Opportunities & Happenings!!

Thursday Morning Bible Study Group has started a new series...it is a study of "Women in the Bible"...under
the leadership of Betty Ostrander. Please join us at 9:30 a.m. in the CEB Library! If you have any
questions you may contact Linda Theiss at 851-9442 or theissi@imhonline.net

Boy Scouts Spaghetti Dinner will be held on April 3", from 4 pm — 7 pm. Eat in or take out.
Adults $8.00, children $5.00. The meal includes salad, bread, drink and dessert. Tickets can be
picked up at the church office or from Mike Bowman or Ed Cramer.

2 Time to Order the Easter Lilies: If you want to order Easter Lilies,
please use the insert in the Fisherman and return it to the church office NO LATER than
April 12",

The Community Hospice of Columbia/Greene is looking for a few good volunteers. Their Volunteer Training
Program will be held on June 6, 9, 13, 16 in Catskill. For more information, please call Patty Perrella,
Coordinator of Volunteer Services at 943-5425, ext 110,

World Vision®
World Vision Gifts for Lent 2011

The Missions committee is again sponsoring a specizal Lenten appeal to benefit those in need around the
globe - World Vision “Gifts for Lent”. Through this appeal, donors can select a gift to give from an
assortment of World Vision projects. Some of these World Vision projects include:

- safe water pumps and systems

- education materials and Bibles for children

- farming tools and training

- malaria and disease pravention

- blankets & winter clothing

- help for exploited girls & women

- and more...
To participate, browse the collection of gift tokens available at the back of the sanctuary and on display
during upcoming coffee-hours. Choose one gift/project (or more) to support and take the token
representing that gift home to reflect on during the Lenten season. Then return the token with a donation
toward that gift on Easter Sunday, April 24th. (Payment by check can be made out to the Claverack




Reformed Church and designated to "World Vision Gifts” in the check’s memo section.)

For more information about World Vision gifts, visit www.worldvision.ora/qifts

Correspondence: The RDCC received a thank you from Camp Fowler and Retreat Center for the donation it
made. “To the Saints in Claverack — thanks so much for the wonderful gift. And thanks for caring so much for
the children who will receive the benefits of your gift.”

Also a thank you was received from Habitat for Humanity. They would love to see some volunteers from the
church working on their new sites this summer!!

FINANCIALS: During the month of February the Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack took in $11,904.77 in
income and expended $12,146.89 in expenses. A fully itemized report is available at the church office upon
request.
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April Birthdays April Anniversaries this month,
Judy Brousseau 4/3 Michael & Martha Ewasick 4/11
Katherine Cook 4/4 Gary & Shanda Steenburn ~ 4/20
Andrew Mackerer 4/4 Rob & Loreli LaRocque 4/20
Peter Manning 4/6 Stanford & Edna Card 4/21
[lolly Barton 4/6
Arlene Snyder 4/8
Jan Dupham 410
Sarah Veronezi 4/10
Vinessa Bowman 4/13
Ashley Zapp 4/18
Florentina Campion  4/19
Jim O'Neill 4/26
William Krein 4/30

Jennifer Stupplebeen  4/30/



The Easter Lily

Easter morn with lilies fair
Fills the church with perfumes rare.
As their clouds of incense rise,
Sweetest offering to the skies.
Stately lilies pure and white,
Flooding darkness with their light.
Bloom and sorrow drifts away
On this holy hallow’d day.
Easter lilies bending low
In the golden afterglow,

Bear a message from the sod
To the heavenly towers of God.
Louise Lewin Mattews

The Easter Lily...has become the traditional Easter flower, With all the different flowers
availabls in the spring garden, it is this beautiful white flower that has come to symbolize the
spiritual valucs of Easter: purity, life and renewal. The flower’s trumpet shape is a reminder of
the heralding of Jesus, returning triumphant to Jerusalem.

According to Biblical scholars, the Easter lily was found growing in the Garden of Gethsemane
where Judas is said to have betrayed Jesus. Legend tells that white lilies miraculously sprung up
from the ground where drops of Jesus’ sweat and tears fell during his last hours.

The Easter lily also has close associations with Jesus” mother, the Virgin Mary. In early religious
paintings the Archangel Gabriel is pictured extending a branch of white lilies to Mary,
symbolizing that she had become the virgin mother to the saviour.

Native to Japan, Easter lilies were imported to the United States until 1941, when World War I
prompted Americans to start growing their own bulbs. Today, nearly all of the 15 million Easter
lily bulbs grown in America are produced by just ten farms along the California-Oregon border.
The bulbs are harvested in the fall and then shipped to commercial greenhouses in Michigan,
California, Pennsylvania and Ohio where they are planted in time to bloom for Easter.

Easter lilies are the fourth largest sclling potted plants in America, upstaged by the popular
Christmas-time poinsettias, mums and azaleas.

Order your Easter Lily today: Included with the Fisherman is an Easter lily order form.
This must be turned in no later than April 12",






