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Rev. Kathryn Davelaar Accepts Call to Claverack

The search process for a new full-time leader for our ministry in Claverack is com-
ing to an end with the overwhelming vote of the congregation of November 16th to “Call”
Rev. Davelaar. Your Consistory met later on the 16th to review the results of the congrega-
tional vote and to formally vote to “Call” Rev. Davelaar. Since that date we have been fi-
nalizing the details of the Call and putting this into the document that I anticipate to have
signed by the Consistory at our meeting on December 3rd. If all goes as planned, Rev.
Kathryn will assume the duties as our spiritual leader effective January 19th and begin to
lead our worship services as of January 25th. She anticipates an actual move into the par-
sonage in late January. A formal installation by the Classis will be scheduled for a date in
February 2009.

Tom Patterson is beginning to organize a work crew to do some painting of the
parsonage and looking at the other minor renovations to make this the new home for Rev.
Kathryn.

As I am writing this on the eve of Thanksgiving, I have to think of how blessed we
are in all the goodness of life as followers of Christ. We have had such an active and vi-
brant congregation, even without a full-time leader, I can only imagine what we may ac-
complish with the leadership I expect from Rev. Kathryn. I am very proud of the work of
our Church as evidenced by the amnazing results to the Food Drive, the excitement I see in
our Sunday School, both from the young people and the teachers and leaders, the wonderful
music of our Choirs, the success of the Tile Floor campaign, another terrific Bazaar and the
willingness to serve on Consistory and the Search Committee.

Please say thank you to all of those who do their part to make our Church what it is
today and who dare to envision what more we can accomplish by working together to sup-
port the mission of the Church. Take a moment and pat yourselves on the back as it is you,
the congregation of the Church, to whom we all say “Thank You”.

In Christ,
Jim Mackerer, Senior Elder & Vice President-Consistory
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Christmas Caroling to our SHas and Nursing Homes

What: Christmas Caroling to our Shut -Ins and Nursing Homes
When: Saturday, December 13th
Gathering Place: CEB Lobby
Time: 2:30PM
Who: Anyone who cares to share the Christmas message of love
Followed by: Potluck Fellowship Supper (approximately 5:30PM)
at the home of Jim and Linda Mackerer.

Advent and Christmas are times of anticipating and celebrating the birth of
the baby Jesus --of Godo&és | ove coming in human
ping, hustle and bustle, parties, and worry over how we are going to fit it all in be-
fore Christmas morn. But for many, time is the one thing they have -- they are shut
-in fro all these good times.

Caroling represents a time for us to step back from this Christmas hassle
and to spread the Good News of Jesusd
people in our celebration. Singing ability is not a prerequisite. People of all ages
can participate. The one requirement is a desire to share the message and love of
Christmas.

Continue a tradition of singing these familiar carols with your family. If you
have never done so before, start a new tradition. You will be surprised how this
simple expression of love will add meaning to your holiday.

Following our visits, Jim and Linda Mackerer have invited us into their home
to share in a time of fellowship and potluck supper. Please bring a dish that can be
shared with 6 - 10 people.

Plan on joining us for both of these holiday traditions; but if able to attend
only one, we welcome you!

-Glenn Holzhauer, Elder

Bring Home the
Light of the
Christmas
Candle!

Christmas Eve we celebrate
the coming of the LIGHT into
our world as we light and
spread the flame of the Christ
candle throughout the
sanctuary. Plan to keep this

of Christmas Day by bringing
the flame home with you after
the service. (Bring a candle
holder or some homemade
pdevice 19 pratect againstathe
winds of the night). Carefully
burn the candle in your home
overnight and all of Christmas
Day as a reminder of the
LIGHT we truly celebrate that

day. Jesus s
Light of t he
celebrate!

-Glenn Holzhauer
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CHRISTMAS EVE

Anyone who is
interested in
helping to park
cars on Christmas Eve,
please contact Glenn Holzhauer!
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DECEMBER 2008 BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

December
1
2
3
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29
31

BIRTHDAYS

Carol Hotaling Calvin
Kristen Maisenbacher
Heidi Mayo

Cindy Wloch VanAlphen
Katie Teaney
Bonnie Robsky
Gerry Somers
Thomas Patterson
Alexandra Colwell
Clarence Harder
Audrey Hallenbeck
Vanessa Michielen
P-L Schroeppel
Roger Case

Denise Holzhauer
Samuel Schoep
Cheyenne Seymour
Corey Brown
Matthew Mackerer
Samuel Linton

Irene Holzhauer
Joan VanDeusen

Jill Barnard

Tim Teaney

Eli zabeth
Joe Robsky, Sr.
Lynn Holzhauer Denny
Anna Engel

Linda LaBelle

Lois Gorts

Dustin Kline

Leslie Ann Finn
Frieda VanDeusen
Amanda Zapp

Olivia Post

Wendy Zapp Tiberio
Zoe Niver

Maggie Ambrose
Sheila Krizar

Miles Philion
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BIBLE READINGS
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ANNIVERSARIES

December
6

15

30

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Winch

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Ross

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Guido

DECEMBER 1 - 7
ZECHARIAH 11:1 -3

ZECHARIAH 11:4 -6
ZECHARIAH 11:7 -14
ZECHARIAH 11:15 -17

ZECHARIAH 12:1 -9

ZECHARIAH 13:1 -6
OECGHMBER 8 - 14
ZECHARIAH 13:7 -9
ZECHARIAH 14:10 -11
ZECHARIAH 14:12 -15
ZECHARIAH 14:16  -19
ZECHARIAH 14:20 -21

HAGGAI 1:1 -15

DECEMBER 15 - 21
HAGGAI 2:1 -9
HAGGAI 2:10 -19
HAGGAI 2:20 -23
MATTHEW 1:1; ROMANS 1:1
MATTHEW 1:1 -12
MATTHEW 1:18 -23
MATTHEW 1:21; ACTS 4:11 -12

DECEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 29

LUKE 2:1 -7

LUKE 2:8 -20

JOHN 1:1 -14

MATTHEW 2:1 -11
MATTHEW 2:12,16 -18
MATTHEW 2:13 -15, 19-23

ZEPHANIAH 1:1
December 30 -31

Zephaniah 2:1 -5

Zephaniah 3:1 -20

-18

-7




CEMETERY REMINDER!

THIS YEAR THE CEMETERY WILL CLOSE DECEMBER 1ST!
THERE WILL BE NO MORE BURIALS UNTIL WE OPEN IN THE SPRING.

-Gary Steenburn
Cemetery Chairman

A MISSION TRIP TO NIGER

This January Sue and Bob Ihlenburg will travel to Niamey, Niger, to help on a mission construction program
to assist the Beebout’s , a Reformed Church mission family with two children (see their information below)

There are several ways you might help with this mission project. Always, prayer is a necessary and valuable
asset. In addition, Global Mission has designated the Niger guest house as an item of special appeal during the fall
campaign. Contributions can be made through the RCA website (REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA GLOBAL
MISSION - 4500 60TH STREET SE, GRAND RAPIDS, MI149512. (800) 968.3943 - www.rca.org/mission).

We thank you for your support.

THE BEEBOUTS

Medical and agricultural development needs are extreme in Niger, one of the poorest countries in the world. Niger has
only a rudimentary health system, so disease is widespread, and the country is always teetering on the edge of famine. Jeremy
and Susan Beebout will work with the Evangelical Church of the Republic of Niger to build ministry programs, enabling Nige-
rian Christians to share Christdéds | ove with the peropl
agronomist, with work with agricultural devel opmen tin-
istries.
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SALVATION ARMY BAKED GOODS!
THE NEXT PICKUP FOR BAKED GOODS FOR THE SALVATION ARMY IS WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD
BY 9:30AM. ANYONE WHO HAS QUESTIONS SHOULD CONTACT SHIRLEY SULLIVAN AT
822-0777..

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
(Please return no later than December 16 th)
PRICE EACH: $10.00
DATE ORDERED:

| WISH TO ORDER POINSETTIA PLANTS TO BE DEDICATED TO...

THE GLOORY OF CHRI SANDMRG-

My Name: Tel. No.
MY CHECK (MONEY ORDER/CASH) IS ENCLOSED)




ADVENT
CALENDAR
2008

November

30 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Decorating the Sanctuary after worship.
Communion led by Rev. Tellier.

December

7 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Congregational Meeting for purpose
of electing Consistory members. Communion
led by Rev. Tellier.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING (2:30PM)

Meet at CEB lobby.

followed by Potluck Supper at t he Macker {
Bring covered dish for 8 -10 people.

REHEARSAL - SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGEANT
DETAILS RE TIME/FIRM DATE TO FOLLOW.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Worship Service led by Rev. Tellier

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

includes the Sunday School Christmas Pageant.
Costume fittings will be in the CEB at 9AM.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
7:30PM. Glenn Holzhauer leads us in worship.

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

The Pine Room wishes to thank the youth of our chureh
dishwashers, waiters, waitresses, busboys/girts for the
Tremendous job they did the day of the Bazaar!
Norma Barnard
& Betty Ostrander,
i Co-Chairpersons i
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE

FALL 2008 MISSIONS UPDATE

Goat and Pigs- Oh My!

Thank you to all who contributed to the fall’s Heifer International appeal. Donations from the congregation and Sunday
School totaled $440. With an addition of $250 from the Missions portion of the church’s benevolences, we sent Heifer Interna-
tional a total gift of $660, which was designated for the following animals:

1 Goat $120 (12 shares)
1 Sheet $120 (12 shares)
1 Pig $120 (12 shares)
3 Trio of Rabbits $180 (18 shares)
3 Flocks of Checks $60 (3 gifts)
3 Flocks of Ducks $60 (3 gifts)

22 Boxes for Operation Christmas Child

Just last week, 22 “shoe boxes” filled with the church family’s donations for Operation Christmas Child were dropped at
a local collection drop-spot(t hanks t o t he CIl ap p).6Bzcaukeofithe ganaréus sappgort firom the congrdga- v
tion for this program, all 22 boxes were filled with high-quality clothing, toys, school supplies and more (including crank flash-
lights and radios, calculators, digital watches and dolls). In addition, Sunday School students wrote notes and colored pictures that
were included in the boxes, along with photos of themselves saying “Hi:.

A $200 contribution from the church’s benevolences was made to Samaritan’s Purse (the organization that administers
OCC) for shipping and handling, plus other support costs. THANK YOU for your gifts and support that made this appeal such a
success, and for making a difference in the life of the children these gifts will bless.

-Lloyd Lawrence, Chairman, Missions Committee

MISSIONS HEADS UP HOLIDAY COLLECTION FOR AIDS

The Missions Commiittee is sponsoring a local collection of gift items to brighten the holidays for AIDS patients and their
families in need in our region. The gifts will go to the AIDS Council of Northeastern New York.

The following donations will be accepted until Sunday, December 7th: New clothing (sweaters, sweat shirts and pants,
sleepwear and slippers); toiletries (toothpaste and soft toothbrushes, facial and toilet tissue; disposable razors for men and women,
shaving cream, non-perfumed soaps, mild shampoos and conditioners and deodorant) and household itemns (twin and full-size
sheets, pillow cases, dish and laundry detergent, towels and face cloths and disposable wipes). All clothing and bedding must be
new, and the cosmetics, whenever possible, perfume-free, baby formula or designated for sensitive skin.

Donations may be placed in the large box at the top of the stairs of the C E Building.

Secure online monetary donations can be made to the Northeast Holiday Sponsor Program at www.aidscountil.org.

For more information, contact Jenny Post at 851-5950.

-Jenny Post, Missions Committee
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
TO ALL MEMBERS WHO ARE OONLI NE

AS EVERYONE KNOWS BY NOW, WE HAVE OUR OWN WEBSITE.
OUR WEB ADDRESS IS:
claverackreformedchurch.org.
THIS WILL BE THE THIRD MONTH WE HAVE
LISTED THE MONTHLY FISHERMAN.ON OUR WEBSITE.
IF YOU ARE PRESENTLY ONLINE AND WOULD LIKE TO GO TO
OUR WEBSITE TO RETRIEVE THE MONTHLY FISHERMAN, WE WILL
TAKE YOU OFF OUR FISHERMAN MAILING LIST,
THEREBY SAVING POSTAGE, TONER AND PAPER (TREES).
PLEASE WRITE YOUR NAME BELOW CONFIRMING
YOU WILL VIEW THE FISHERMAN ONLINE INSTEAD OF
OUR MAILING IT OUT TO YOU OR PRESENTING IT TO YOU
AT THE SANCTUARY. ALSO, PLEASE ADVISE YOUR PRESENT
EMAIL ADDRESS TO INSURE OUR RECORDS ARE CORRECT.

THANK YOU SO MUCH!

Please remove my name from the Fisherman Mailing List. | will retrieve it online in
the future by going to www.claverackreformedchurch.org.

Name

Email Address:




From:

Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack
PO Drawer K

Claverack, NY 12513

PRAYER CONCERNS

Please pray for the health and well -being of: Baby Adelyn/Elizabeth (Loui se BI i slead & David Andedssn) Ann

(Mary Hal |l enb e th& Brisk Family, 8hardn) Cappozzo (Jul i e Ver on eBaibd@rasChitkara, e n An,dr ea Mastr i a
cousin), Gi nger Castl e, Mari e Col e and h gTheisy Famiydefativésy |Dehbie d( ©@inredy VanAl phends
Judy/Marc Dolan (Loui se Bl i sNadcy bondheend §é Anne Ter wi |l | i gverkées Do isdhlles)Bsaig , Marilyn

Foshy (Fosby/ Hi ckey t wiAmlew Larawady at i( Dedb, VanDy k e Rabert dardly,) Sharlene Hart (HHS retired

nurse), young David Hawes, Sy Kovalach (Hudson community friend), Eleanor Krizar (Sheil a6 sin-taw)t Baral LaBelle

(Mi kebdbs mbaresd , | qHareied Hegemar'ssfamily), Nikki ( Jul i e Ver on e 3téplien anfl Nane Oliver, (Dunhamso

friends), Mar gi e Pell sd I(@PLe&cbnesppel Bandyi BRosd)ds | ¢ Pedeodes RebechaeSchroep-
pel 6s ,PAmsSeymour, Betty Shaw, Mary She%lkwsarf adgnilforhine rSd sa)r,k 6 s |, dearrg Stone Tire s
(Jan Toel keoskindaSeagtth € vB)onni e West end®onbld YanPatenen @)l oi s Gor t s &hie Egmilye w {Jenny

Case Sul |l i vanlockWiaoh,i eRetersZagpp ( Amanda and Ashley Zappo66€arohdnedodfLai serGortamdd da
ter).

éand those who -iagoein sutsing/assisted -living homes: Ruth Case ( Roger 6s nheon B &leanar Cook,

Judy Dunham ( J ohn 6 s-inslawy tDerothy Griswold (Jan Lynchd sHazeldOrnte®d, ) , Dr. Robert and Nancy John-

son, Kay Moore ( Pam KI i ne 6 sRolmed tLdreenm Rich (Shirley Tri ppRigeard Bitearr e 0T ajnmy Rigosod f at

Frances Stickles, Ruth VanderMeulen (Linda LaBell eds mother).



