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SCOUTS CORNER 
February Events:  February 15th the troop and pack will host our coffee 
hour.  February 28th (a Saturday) the troop will hold their Blue and Gold 
Dinner.  The Cake Auction is also February 28th and open to the public 
and members of RDCC starting with the preview at 7:15PM; auction 
starts at 7:30PM. 

-Keith Niver & Mike Bowman, Scoutmasters 

Let me Tell You. . . 
 

. .what I already enjoy about being the pastor of the Reformed Dutch Church of 
Claverack.  The welcome I’ve received, even before my first Sunday to lead worship 
has been extraordinary.  You’ve welcomed me by preparing the parsonage, my home 
for the next years, in an extremely magnanimous way:  all interior walls painted, 
new flooring in kitchen, and countless other things too numerous to mention.  I’d 
like (but won’t, because I might inadvertently miss someone) to name individuals, 
but you know who you are, and I believe I do, too. 
 
You also welcomed me by “pounding” me!  And that is such a wonderful old tradi-
tion -- great fun. 
 
And then there have been numerous offers of help (some of which I’m still going to 
be taking) to help me with actually settling into my home and into the work of being 
the pastor in this faith community. 
 
One of the things that I hope to be able to do in these next months, is to meet many 
of you in your homes.  Beginning next month, in March, I will be clearing my calen-
dar on Tuesdays and Thursdays for “home visits”.  (I think the Dutch words are huis 
bezoek?  Do any of you know those words?)  The church secretary will keep a calen-
dar and you will be able to call her to set up a visit.  I will be happy to visit you in 
your home over coffee (10:00 a.m.) or at tea time (4:00 p.m.) or for “decaf” (7:30 
p.m.) in the evening.  Please know that you do not need to feed me!  Coffee and tea 
are just fine.  And if a visit to your home isn’t what works for you, there will be 
plenty of other opportunities for us to get to know each other. 
 
It’s February -- a month claimed by many:  groundhogs, presidents, black history and 
lovers.  May all our special days remind us of how good is the gift of time. 
 
      Grace and Peace, 
 
      Pastor Davelaar 

http://www.rca.org/


 

 

ñLiving The Bibleò 
 

The Ministry of Hospitality 

 

 Little did we know that when our Thursday morning Bible Study Group began to meet after our Lenten 

session in 2008, we would be involved in a food supply ministry to three local food banks in Columbia County by 

July 1st.  Our Bible Study material was taken from the devotional booklet, ñThe Upper Roomò, and after several 

weeks it became clear that the theme of our study was centered on Hospitality Ministry.  Soon there after we began 

to feel the ñcallò to personally get involved and to serve.  We decided to ñkick startò our churchôs food donation 

program in order to substantially increase our monthly food donations, which ranged from 50-90 pounds per 

month.  This would be accomplished by each of us contributing our weight in food, over a six- month period.  We 

invited our congregation to join us and the response was outstanding. 

 

 Our Church pledged to donate 586 pounds of food per month for a total six- month commitment of 3516 

pounds.  The recipients of our donations are: 

 

 Columbia Opportunities Hudson 

 

 Salvation Army  Hudson 

 

 Philmont/Mellenville  Philmont 

 

 Columbia Co. Humane Society (for pet food donations) 

 

Each Food Bank received 1/3 of the total monthly donation. 

 

   Joyfully, the goal was exceeded out of love for our Savior, Jesus Christ-...as the Bible records these 

words spoken by Jesus...òCome, you who are blessed by my Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 

for you since the creation of the world.... for I was hungry and you gave me something to eat... The righteous will 

answer Him, óLord, when did we see you hungry and feed you?ô...and Jesus replied,ôI tell you the truth, whatever 

you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.ô  Matthew 25: 34, 35, 37, 40 

 

 We are blessed to serve in this Ministry of Hospitality.  I believe that we are called to serve.  Each and 

every day the news about our economy, and the sacrifices many of us face to make ends meet, remind us that we 

are not in control.  The food needs have become greater, the shelters are full. 

 

  Therefore I ask each one of us to look deep into your heart, and pray that we can sustain our Food Minis-

try to a level that can help take care of our community needs. 

 

 Meanwhile, know that you serve Jesus, when you give of yourself and your resources. 

 

            Many people in Columbia County are blessed by your generosity and love.  

  

     Thanks, John 

SHAWL MINISTRY  

The next meeting will be held at the Ghent Reformed Church on  February 18th at 3PM.  

Any questions should be directed  

to Snookie Patterson, Irene Holzhauer or Karen Beinkampen. 



 

MISSION REPORT FROM DEACON BOB IHLENBURG! 
 

 

 

Belle Glade, Florida 

Mission Report 

 Christian Reformed Churches 

Disaster Response Service (DRS) 

 
 

 

Many of you know I have enjoyed my trips to help the forgotten 

people of past disasters.  My paying job this fall was slow and I e-

mailed one of my contacts in the Christian Reformed Church say-

ing I had the possibility of being able to spend time either in Texas 

or Florida.  As circumstances would have it they had an opening in 

Belle Glade, Florida at the southerly end of Lake Okeechobee.  

Someone who had reserved a bedroom could not make it and a 

room was open for my use. That is right; a bedroom! 

The Christian Reformed Church is known for being the first on the 

scene of a disaster and the last to leave.  My experience is that they 

also treat there volunteers the best.  They have been in Belle Glade 

of four years repairing damage from hurricane Wilma and Charlie.  

They actually rent a house for the volunteers and each volunteer 

gets a private room with a bed (I had the choice of a single or a double in my room).  They have a house manager 

to co-ordinate meals, the cook and devotions. Yes I did say a cook.  A volunteer cooks breakfast and dinner which 

is served promptly at 7 and 6.  Lunches are made from leftovers and set out for the volunteers to use prior to break-

fast.  Each volunteer takes a turn with devotions and supper ends with a praise song sing of three of four songs. 

My week was the usual reconstruction work.  We tore out walls and floors and ceilings from two mobile homes 

and sheet rocked ceilings and paneled the walls.  The ladies were right behind us ñmuddingò the joints and paint-

ing.  One home had been occupied by a now elderly lady for 48 years.  You should be able to picture the poor con-

ditions she was living in.  Unfortunately she also had been taken advantage of by several contractors.  She joked 

that she entered the wrong house as she come home from  lunch one day near the end of our remodeling, recogniz-

ing all of the improvements that had been made. One family I met but whose home I did not work on had been 

unable to get hot water hooked up for 3 years! 

 

But that is the usual story of this type of mission work.  What I want to spend some time talking about are the vol-

unteers you will very often meet.  This interaction with other Christians is an additional reason I would like to en-

courage others to give this mission experience a try. 

 

I met and learned about people from the Christian Reformed Church. Half of them were the second wave of Protes-

tant immigrants from Holland.  The founders of the Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack being the first.  Several 

of the people I met crossed the Atlantic some 50 years ago and settled in Canada and then dispersed throughout the 

central and western parts of this land. My first impression of the men was that they were giants.  They did not need 

a ladder to work on the ceilings of the mobile homes!  Their family stories of immigration were diverse and their 

belief in Jesus strong.  I was given a small package of cookies when I arrived, ñpepper cookiesò (spice cookie) and 

a chocolate B.  I had just missed there celebration of the arrival of Sinter Claus December 5th.  They told me he is 

somewhat like Santa clause but his wagon is pulled by a horse.  The children leave a carrot for the horse in their 

shoes and if they are good they get the spice cookies and the candy.  If they were bad, IF I WAS BAD, I could 

expect black Peter (a chimney sweep) to come and throw me into his sack and carry me away.  How cool it is 

learning about that! 

 Another family arrived in the early part of the 20th century.  They were scheduled to travel on the Titanic. Illness 

of one of the young boys delayed the entire family.  Their passage had been paid by a farmer looking to employ 

and sponsor the parents. Thinking all had perished the American family was overwhelmed when the Dutch family 

arrived, unannounced, a month or so later! 

 

(MORE FROM BOB IHLENBURG ON NEXT PAGE). 



Bob Ihlenburgé..Continued 
 

 

 

 

 
 The December 8th ice storm brought to light the neeed for our church to be ready as an emergency re-

sponse team.  Several people were in need of generators, for example, and I know I had my generator sitting here 

idle, not knowing who to contact.  We also had a CE Building kitchen available to cook meals but not being util-

ized. 

 

 I think our first goal is to compile a list of equipment that is available in our congregation and add it to our 

data base.  The intent would be to ready this equipment when a disaster is anticipated.  At the same time, a com-

mittee will be formed to investigate how the church can better tie into the existing emergency response network. 

 

 Please fill out the form below, add any equipment that I have omitted and pass it back to Bob Ihlenburg.  

THANK YOU! 

 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE EQUIPMENT 

 
 YOUR NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 STREET ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

 CITY:____________________________________ZIP CODE:______________________ 

 

 TELEPHONE:_______________________EMAIL:______________________________ 

 

 The following is a list of emergency equipment that I will make available to the Church in times of need. 

I understand that this equipment may be needed by my household, but when this need passes, I wish to make it 

available to the Emergency Response Committee (ERC). 

 

EQUIPMENT      EQUIPMENT     SKILL  
 

Generator watts:     Roofing Felt    Carpentry 

Closed Trailer, ball size?    Shingle Spade    Roofing 

Open Trailer, ball size?    Ladder Extension < 20 feet  Plumbing 

Contractor extension cord    Ladder Extension < 20 feet  Electrical 

Chain Saw     Step Ladder    Logging (chain 

sawing)Sump pump     Hydraulic Jack    Child 

Care 

Water Storage Container    Scissor Jack    Elder Care 

Branch chipper     Hand Saw    Health Care 

Roof Tarps     Shovels     Animal Care 

Scaffolding     Truck 4-wheel drive? __Y __ N   

Kerosene Heater  



FEBRUARY 2009 Events  

1 
Sunday School 

Football Sunday 

Sub Sale - $7 a. 
Coffee Hour 

Order forms in CEB 

 

2 

AA 8PM 

HVCC  

7:30-9:30PM 

3 

Boy Scouts 

6:30PM 

4 Consistory Mtg. 

7PM - Library 
Sal. Army Baked Goods 

By 9:30AM 

G. Scouts 6:30PM - 

Sunday School Room 

5 

Choir Practice 

 

6 Peer Support 

6:30AM-8:30PM 

 

7  

8 
Sunday School 

Football Sunday 

Sub Sale - $7 ea. 
Coffee Hour 

Order forms in CEB 

9 

AA 8PM 

HVCC 

7:30-930PM 

10 

Boy Scouts 

6:30PM 

11 

Girl Scouts 

6:30PM 

12 

Choir Practice 

13 

Peer Support 

6:30AM- 

8:30AM 

 

14 

15 
Coffee Hour to be 

Hosted by  Cub 

& Boy Scouts 

16 

AA 8PM 

HVCC 

7:30-9:30PM 

17 

Boy Scouts 

6:30PM 

18 

Girl Scouts 

6:30PM 
GS Leaders -  

Library or SS Room 

19 

Choir Practice 

20 

Peer Support 

6:30AM- 

8:30AM 

21 

22 23 

AA 8PM 

HVCC 

7:30-9:30PM 

24 

Boy Scouts Cake 

Auction 

6:30PM 

25 

Girl Scouts 

6:30PM 

26 

Choir Practice 

27 

Peer Support 

6:30AM- 

8:30AM 

28 7 Boy Scouts Blue & 

Gold 

Dinner 6PM (Kitchen) 
Girl Scouts - Hall - 70 

Attending 12:30PM - 

3:30PM.  Carolyn 

OôNeill 672-0183 FEBRUARY  Birthdays &  Anniversaries   

BIRTHDAYS  

1 DARCIE COLWELL  

2 BRIAN BROWN  

3     NANCY RASWEILER  

       ALFRED SCOTT  

       LAUREL CLAPP  

4  WILLIAM COOK  

6  SAMANTHA STEENBURN  

7 JOHN ESSIG  

        JAMES MACKERER  

10  ALEXIA FULLER  

       RAY TOELKE  

14  JUDY MICHIELEN  

       EDWARD STONE  

       JEFF STONE 

15 HATTIE HOTALING  

       JOHN HARDY  

13 MILDREN SPOOR  

       BRADLEY ROST  

21 HENRY JOHN THEISS  

22  BRUCE KLINE, SR.  

23  JEREMY HOTALEN  

       KAREN (TERWILLIGER) CASE  

       SALLY WILLIAMSON  

24  ALEXANDER (JACK) RIGOS  

25  MARY KATHERINE HUGHES  

       PAM KLINE  

       RUSS HOLZE  

28  ANTHONY ORLICH, III  

29   SHIRLEY SHUMSKY  

 

  

ANNIVERSARIES  

14 MR. & MRS. THOMAS HALLERAN  

21 MR. & MRS. JOHN HARDY  

22  MR. & MRS. GEORGE WILLIAMSON  

24  MR. & MRS. LEON COOK  

25  MR. & MRS. MICHAEL KNULL  

BIBLE READINGS  

FROM FEB. 1 - 28, 2009  

 

Feb. 1 - feb. 7  

Sun.   Hosea 1:1, john 1:1 -5, 

  14-18  

Mon.   Hosea 1:2 -11 

Tues.   Hosea 2:1 -2,  

  1 peter 2:1 -10  

Weds.   Hosea 2:3 -13 

Thurs.  Hosea 2:14 -23  

Fri.   Hosea 3  

Sat.   Hosea 4:1 -3 

 

Feb. 8 - feb.  14  

Sun.   Hosea 4:4 -11 

Mon.   Hosea 5  

Tues.   Hosea 6  

Weds.   Hosea 10  

Thurs.  Hosea 11  

Fri.   Hosea 12  

Sat.   Hosea 13:14,  

  1 cor. 15:50 -58   

 

 

 

FEB 15- FEB. 21 

SUN.       HOSEA 14  

MON.       MARK 6:30 -32  

TUES.      ROMANS 10:5 -17 

WEDS.       EPHESIANS  

      3:14 -20  

THURS.   ROMANS 12:9 -20  

FRI.       JOHN 6:1 -14 

SAT.       HEBREWS 4:1 -16  

 

FEB. 22 - 28  

SUN.       HEBREWS  

      11:29 -39  

MON.       REVELATIONS  

      7:9 -17 

TUES.        LUKE 5:1-11 

WEDS.       LUKE 15:1 -8  

THURS.   PSALMS 115  

FRI.       EPHESIANS 2:1 -10  

SAT.       ACTS 16:1-10  

    



From:  
Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack  
Drawer K  
Claverack, NY 12513  

 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

Please pray for the health and well - being of:   Baby Adelyn/Elizabeth  (Louise Blissô friends), 

Joan & David Anderson, Ann/Art (Hallenbecksô friend/son), the Brink Family, Sharon Cappozzo 

(Julie Veroneziôs friend), Chuck (Pam Klineôs cousin), Ginger Castle, Lynne Colclough/Bob Hopkins 

(Beinkampensô friends), Debbie (Cindy VanAlphenôs friend), Fran Dickey  (Virginia Ambroseôs mother), 

Veronica Doerfer/Kurt Phillips  (Carol OôNeillôs mother/cousin), Judy/Marc Dolan  (Louise Blissô 

friends), Mike Dossô son, Lois/  Lois Goudreau/Carl Brown  (Wendy Cookôs friends), Mildred 

Grenerôs loved ones, Clarence Harder,  Robert Hardy, Sharlene Hart  (HHS retired nurse), young  

David Hawes, Josh (HCSD student) , Harriet Hegeman, Bob/Hattie Ihlenburg (Bobôs mother), El-

eanor Krizar  (Sheilaôs mother-in - law). Carol LaBelle (Mikeôs mother), Jan Lynchôs family, Nikki 

(Julie Veroneziôs friend), Stephen and Nancy Oliver (Dunhamsô friends), Chris Olsen  (Andrea Mas-

trianniôs friend), Rev. Bob Peterson,  Linda Scott (Bonnie Westendorfôs friend), Amy Seymour,  

Betty Shawôs loved ones, Mary Sheakôs family (Slusarsô friends), Mary Ann Shook , (Jan Lynchôs 

friend), Shanda Steenburn , Frances Sticklesô loved ones, Terry Stone, Tim  (Jan Toelkeôs 

nephew), Tim/AJ  (friends of the Steenburns), Donald  Van Paten  (Lois Gortsô nephew), White Fam-

ily  (Jenny Case Sullivanôs friends), Marcy + John Wilber , Jock Winch,  Peter Zapp (Amanda and 

Ashley Zappôs grandfather), and Carol Zincio,  (Lois Gortsô daughter). 

 

éand those who are shut- ins or in nursing/assisted - living homes:  Ruth Case  (Rogerôs 

mother),  Leon/Eleanor Cook, Judy Dunham  (Johnôs sister-in - law), Dorothy Griswold (Jan Lynchôs 

mother), Hazel Ormerod,  Dr. Robert/Nancy Johnson,  Kay Moore (Pam Klineôs mother), Robert /

Loreen Rich  (Shirley Trippôs parents), Richard Siter  (Tammy Rigosô father), Ruth VanderMeulen  

(Linda LaBelleôs mother). 

 



SUPERBOWL SUNDAY 
ñSUNDAY SCHOOL SUB SALEò 

FEBRUARY 1ST, 2009 
 

Our Sunday School is having a Sub Sale 
On Sunday, February 1st. 

 
Vegetarian Subs 

Turkey Subs 
Mixed Meat Subs 
(all on 10-inch rolls) 

$7 each 
 

To order, please fill in this form below and place in  
either a box located in the Sanctuary or 

in the CE Building by January 25th.  Additional order forms can be 
found on the bulletin board in the CEB. 

Note:  Subs can be picked up after the coffee 
hour in the church kitchen on February 1st. 

 
Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Tel. No.:_____________________________________ 
 
Number Ordered (please specify below): 
 

___________Mixed Meat     ______________Turkey 
 

_______________Vegetarian 

SALVATION ARMY BAKED GOODS  
 

THE NEXT PICKUP DATE FOR SALVATION ARMY BAKED GOODS 

IS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY4TH.  ITEMS MUST BE IN 

THE CEB KITCHEN BY 9:30AM.   

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, 

PLEASE CONTACT SHIRLEY SULLIVAN AT 822-0777. 


