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Here’s to Another Year Living in God’s Grace 

To:  Members and friends of The Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack 

From:  The Rev. Kathryn L. Davelaar 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is with great joy and trust in God that I accept the call to become your pastor, in the role of 

Minister of Word and sacrament.  It is a loving and faithful God who has brought us together for 

this time in our lives -- in your life as a congregation, and in mine as a pastor.  There are many 

things we will be discovering about each other in this coming year and I look forward to that. 

 

The calendar has turned again and it is now the year 2009.  It is a time of thinking positively and 

with good hope -- a time for the renewal of good intentions.  While the following poem/prayer 

may seem negative at first, I don’t believe it is in its fullness.  Rabbi Shapiro’s voice is one that 

calls us to live with grace, even within the challenges of life. 

 

A Prayer to Live with Grace, by Rami M. Shapiro 

 

May we discover through pain and torment 

the grace to live with humor. 

May we discover through doubt and anguish 

the strength to live with dignity and holiness. 

May we discover through suffering and fear 

the strength to move toward healing. 

May it come to pass that we be restored 

to health and vigor. 

May life grant us wellness of body, spirit and mind. 

And if this cannot be so 

may we find in this transformation and passage 

moments of meaning, opportunities for love 

and the deep and gracious calm that comes 

when we allow ourselves to move on. 

 

To “move on” means many things; we all find our own ways to do that.  In a very physical way, I 

will be doing that as I make the move, along with my belongings to the parsonage on Rte. 9H 

sometime toward the middle of January; the first Sunday on which I will preach is January 25. 

 

Until then, stay well, be happy, and take good care of yourselves. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Kathy 

See Article on Page 2 on Pastor Kathy’s 

Acceptance of our Call 

http://www.rca.org/NETCOMMUNITY/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.rca.org%2f&srcid=2225&erid=0


Rev. Kathryn Davelaar has Accepted our Call 
 

I am very pleased to report that our Consistory approved the terms of the Call at the December 3rd meeting, the Call 
was signed, sent to Classis, where they have approved the Call, and sent to Rev. Davelaar.  She has accepted the Call 
and has been finalizing plans for her move to Claverack.  She will begin serving our Church effective January 16th and 
will lead our worship service for the first time on January 25th.  I encourage everyone to attend the January 25th wor-
ship service and welcome Rev. Davelaar at a special welcome coffee hour following the service. 
 
Tentative plans are for an installation service to be held on February 22nd in the afternoon.  More on this to come when 
details are complete. 
 
Tom Patterson has been spearheading work in the parsonage with much fresh paint and some renovations supported by 
the Reformed Church Women.  Many have helped with this project and your continued help over the next few weeks is  
greatly appreciated. 
 
One request of Rev. Davelaar is that we provide her with a picture of all of our Church families to allow her to get to 
know us as she begins her ministry in Claverack.  Please provide a family picture or allow Lloyd, myself or others that 
may work on this project to take your picture as we put together a pictorial directory. 
 
Your Consistory is thankful for the work of our Search Committee and the support of Classis and our Supervisor, Rev. 
Dan Herrick over the last year.  We look forward with much excitement and anticipation to begin the next era of minis-
try in Claverack with Rev. Davelaar. 
 

-Jim Mackerer 
Senior Elder & Vice President tof Consistory 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

The Sunday School welcomes the children back after the Christmas break. 

 

Due to the weather, the Christmas Pageant was cancelled and anyone who came on Saturday for the rehearsal, I apologize for 

not reaching you before you travelled to the church.  At this point, the pageant will be performed next Christmas...weather per-

mitting! 

 

In early December the Skoda Farm welcomed the Sunday School for a tour of the barns, which included the cows and the 

calves.  It was quite a learning experience and the Skoda’s were gracious enough to answer all the questions.  Special thanks to 

Judy Weinman for arranging this visit which tied into learning about the Heifer Project.  A photo appeared in the Hudson Regis-

ter-Star with the students and the Skoda’s with the headline - “Sunday School visits farm to support Heifer International”.  We 

have the photo displayed on the bulletin board of the Christian Education Building. 

 

We are moving forth with the Year of the Covenant to learn about Moses and the important events in his life.  We will explore 

the Ten Commandments, the plagues, the burning bush and more.  This will lead us into Lent and then Easter. 

 

Please continue to ask your child about the Sunday School lessons each week and our lessons will be taken from Matthew 28 

and Exodus 3:1-4. 

 

Important dates to remember:  Celebrating Youth - February 8th 

         No Sunday School - February 15th 

 
-Linda LaBelle, 

Sunday School Superintendent 
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POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS  

Christmas 2008 
 

DONATED BY  

Joan Anderson   In Loving Memory of Al Anderson given by 

    his family 

Jeanne, Judy, Carol & Family In Loving Memory of Merlin & Irene Ham 

Clifford Kiel (via Eileen Crandall) In Loving Memory of Clifford & Vivian Kiel

     and Conrad & Marian Kiel 

Carol, Jim & Conor O’Neill In Loving Memory of Frederick Doerfer 

Carol, Jim & Conor O’Neill In Loving Memory of Robert Noyes O’Neill 

Norma Barnard & Family  In Loving Memory of Abram Barnard, Jr. 

Jan Lynch   In Loving Memory of Barrie Lynch 

Tanya Hotalen   In Loving Memory of Family Members 

Roger & Jane Case  In Loving Memory of Lloyd Slater 

Roger & Jane Case  In Loving Memory of Raymond Case 

Roger & Jane Case  In Loving Memory of Robert McIntyre 

John & Jan Dunham  In Praise and for the gift of our grandchildren, 

    Elliot, Lindsay, Joel and Casey 

The Schroeppel Family  In Loving Memory of Gavin Gray & Bob 

    Schroeppel 

The Schroeppel Family  In Loving Memory of Ed Gowen and Maureen 

    Mulligan 

The Schroeppel Family  In Loving Memory of Fred & Justin 

Shirley & Stephen Shumsky In Loving Memory of Helen & Tremaine Dallas 

The Niver Family   In Loving Memory of Lorraine Town & Alma 

Niver 

Klaus & Karen Beinkampen In Loving Memory of Loved Ones 

Bruce, Pam Kline & Family In Loving Memory of father, Ray Moore and 

niece, 

    Katherine Moore 

Bruce, Pam Kline & Family In Loving Memory of grandparents, aunts/uncles 

Mike & Linda LaBelle   Henry Vandermeulen and David LaBelle 

Debbie VanDyke   In Loving Memory of Loved Ones 

Wloch & VanAlphen Families In Loving Memory of Rick Wloch 

Wloch & VanAlphen Families In Loving Memory of Patricia Wloch 

Wloch & VanAlphen Families In Loving Memory of Samantha VanAlphen 

Jay, Karen, Jadya, Gabe & Karen In Loving Memory of Joyce & Herbert 

Helmedach Case 

Anne Terwilliger, Karen, Jay, In Loving Memory of Michael & Clyde Terwil-

liger 

Jadya, Gabe & Kam Case 

John & Sylvia Hardy  For the Glory of Christmas 

Louise Middleton   In Loving Memory of Loved Ones 

Suzanne W. Shook  In Loving Memory of... 

    Guy & Anna K. Battefeld Shook 

Suzanne W. Shook  Carrol R. & Margaret Shook Hotaling & Carrol, 

Jr. 

Suzanne W.  Shook  John D. Hotaling, Sr. 

Suzanne W. Shook  Peter E. Hotaling, Sr. 

Suzanne W.  Shook  Anne Elizabeth Shook 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jokeworm.com/wallpaper/landscape/poinsettia-1024.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bluemtfarms.com/poinsettias.html&usg=__oi0WJChaOhAqeZb-zzv4y1soASY=&h=768&w=1024&sz=60&hl=en&start=12&tbnid=SyowZ3J9R1xPbM:&tbnh=1


JANUARY 2009 Events  

    1 

Choir Practice 

 

2 

Peer Support 

6:30-8:30AM 

3 

4 
Worship 9:30AM 

Holy Communion 

Rev. Norman  

Hamm 

5 

AA - 8PM 

HVCS  

7:30-9:30PM 

6 

Boy Scouts 

6:30PM 

7 
Consistory Mtg. 7PM; 

Sal. Army 

Baked Gds by 9:30 AM 

G.Scouts SS Rm. 6:30 

8 

Choir Practice 

9 

Peer Support 

6:30-8:30AM 

10 

11 
Worship 9:30AM 

Rev. Jennifer 

Minier -Elliott  

12 

AA - 8PM 

HVCS 

7:30-9:30PM 

13 

Boy Scouts 

6:30PM 

14 

Girl Scouts 

6:30PM 

15 
Choir Practice 

Claverack Garden 

Club 

16 

Peer Support 

6:30-8:30AM 

17 

18 
Worship  9:30AM 

Rev. Norman 

Hamm 

19 

AA - 8PM 

HVCS 

7:30-9:30PM 

 

Boy Scouts 

6:30AM 

21 

Girl Scouts 

6:30PM 

22 

Choir Practice 

23 

Peer Support 

6:30-8:30AM 

24 

25 
Worship 9:30AM 

Rev. Kathryn 

Davelaar 

26 

AA - 8PM 

HVCS 

7:30-9:30PM 

27 
Scouts Indoor 

Olympics-Setup 

At 5PM 

28 

Girl Scouts 

6:30PM 

29 

Choir Practice 

30 

Peer Support 

6:30-8:30AM 

31 

January  Birthdays &  Anniversaries   

Birthdays  

1 Norm merritt  

2 William van deusen  

        mykaela fuller  

        Alyssa rasweiler  

        George Williamson  

        Kenneth ross  

4  peter rost  

7 michael bowman  

8   marcy linton  

        heather Ihlenburg  

12 Rebecca iuliano  

13  peter hotaling, jr.  

17 Emily delamater  

18   tucker mcnamee  

22   Richard clapp  

23  timothy benziger  

24   Martha ewasick  

        Rebecca schroeppel  

30  peter ambrose  

31 Tanya Hotalen  

        Robert weinman  

Anniversaries  

4     mr. & Mrs. roger case  

16 Mr. & Mrs. Kevin maisenbacher  

22  mr. & Mrs. john dunham  

23  mr. & Mrs. Kevin Pfeiffer  

25  mr. & Mrs. Wendell cook  

Bible Readings  
for January 1  - January 31, 2009 

January 1 - 3 

Thursday  John 6:53-69 

Friday  Matthew 6:1-8 

Saturday  Matthew 7:7-12 

January 4 - 10  

Sunday  Matthew 10:5-20 

Monday  Matthew 11:25-30 

Tuesday  Matthew 25:1-13 

Wednesday  Mark 9:33-37 

Thursday  Luke 10:38-42 

Friday  Luke 15:1-10 

Saturday  Luke 15:11-24 

 
JANUARY 11 - 17 

Sunday  John 1:35-42 
Monday  John 6:1-13 
Tuesday John 14:1-14 
Wednesday John 14:15-20 
Thursday John 21:1-14 

Friday  John 21:15-23 
Saturday 1 Samuel 17:31-37 
 
January 18 - 24  

Sunday   Proverbs 24:19-20 
Monday  Deuteronomy 24:14-15 
Tuesday Acts 4:23-30 
Wednesday  Jeremiah 23:23-32 
Thursday  Isaiah 7:3-9 
Friday   Isaiah 6:6-10 
Saturday Psalms 110 
 
January 25 - 31 

Sunday  Psalm 119:17-24 
Monday  Daniel 3:8-18 
Tuesday Psalm 119:105-112 
Wednesday Psalm 31:21-24 
Thursday Deuteronomy 31:1-18 
Friday  Deuteronomy 30:11-14 
Saturday Matthew 5:43-45



 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

Please pray for the health and well -being of:   Baby Adelyn/Elizabeth  (Louise Blissô friends), Joan & David Anderson, 
Ann (Mary Hallenbeckôs friend), the Brink Family, Sharon Cappozzo (Julie Veroneziôs friend), Ginger Castle, Barbara Chit-
kara, (Andrea Mastrianniôs cousin), Codyôs loved ones, Debbie (Cindy VanAlphenôs friend), Fran Dickey  (Virginia Ambroseôs 
mother), Veronica Doerfer  (Carol OôNeillôs mother), Judy/Marc Dolan  (Louise Blissô friends), Nancy Donahueôs loved ones 
(Anne Terwilligerôs cousin), Mike Dossô son, Ellen Essig , Clarence Harder,  Robert Hardy, Sharlene Hart  (HHS retired 
nurse), young  David Hawes, Josh (HCSD student) , Hattie Ihlenburg (Bobôs mother), Sy Kovalachôs loved ones (Hudson 
community friend), Eleanor Krizar  (Sheilaôs mother-in- law). Carol LaBelle (Mikeôs mother), Tyler/Andrew Laraway (Deb 
VanDykeôs son/dad), , Lydia  (Wilbersô granddaughter), Nikki (Julie Veroneziôs friend), Stephen and Nancy Oliver (Dunhamsô 
friends), Rev. Bob Peterson,  Rebecca Schroeppelôs boss, Amy Seymour,  Betty Shaw, Mary Sheakôs family (Slusarsô 
friends), Mary Ann Shook , (Jan Lynchôs friend), Terry Stone, Tim  (Jan Toelkeôs nephew), Linda Scott (Bonnie Westendorfôs 
friend), Donald  Van Paten  (Lois Gortsô nephew), White Family  (Jenny Case Sullivanôs friends), Carolyn Wilberôs co-
workerôs sister, John Wilber , Jock Winch,  Peter Zapp (Amanda and Ashley Zappôs grandfather), and Carol Zincio,  (Lois 

Gortsô daughter). 

 
éand those who are shut-ins or in nursing/assisted - living homes:  Ruth Case  (Rogerôs mother), Leon/Eleanor Cook, 
Judy Dunham  (Johnôs sister-in- law), Dorothy Griswold (Jan Lynchôs mother), Hazel Ormerod,  Dr. Robert/Nancy Johnson,  
Kay Moore (Pam Klineôs mother), Robert /Loreen Rich  (Shirley Trippôs parents), Richard Siter  (Tammy Rigosô father), Fran-
ces Stickles, Ruth VanderMeulen  (Linda LaBelleôs mother). 
 

Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack 
Drawer K 
Claverack, NY 12513 

http://www.rca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.rca.org%2f&srcid=2225&erid=0

