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Ch-Ch-Changes

If you’re like most people, you’re ambivalent about change -- some change seems
easy, even welcome, and other change -- well, it’s not only difficult, it’s downright
irritating. It know that’s the way it is for me.

We know if our minds that change happens; it’s inevitable, and that it is even nec-
essary. But our hearts, our feelings, our fond memories of former things, and our

opinions have a very hard time catching up with our minds. We don’t have to /ike
change for it still to be the right to do.

Perhaps you’re saying to yourself right now, “But I’m willing to change, I'm actu-
ally good at it. Why I remember how I changed my mind about....” And of
course that’s right, we all have a times changed our minds, our behaviors, and
even aversion to something into acceptance.

The thing about change, however, (and this is the really hard thing to acknowl-
edge) is that it keeps happening. Past changes never suffice the need for what
needs to be changed in the present and future. None of us can say, “but we’ve al-
ready changed, we should be finished with that.”

Given that this congregation has gone through many pastoral changes in the last
10 years, it’s easy to understand why it would feel like “we’ve had too much
change -- can’t we just settle into some familiar ways of being?”

Yet, this is what we’re dealing with: the world has changed so much around us,
and we have as well, that it will be very difficult to keep ‘doing church’ like we’ve
done for many years. One of the things that has changed, and it’s not only because
of the economic recession we’ve been in, is the way finances can be managed and
received in order for an organization such as a congregation to exist.

Years ago | remember talking with a young deacon in a Reformed Church congre-
gation (not the one I was serving) who had been very excited about taking on this
role. He’d been raised in the church; he knew that the church did good things with
the money received in the offering each Sunday morning. It had been such a
shock to him, he told me, an awakening that was just beginning to sink in, when he
realized how much of that money received each week did not get used to buy food
for starving people around the world. It was used instead for other necessary
things to keep his church running. He accepted that, he said, it had just been such
a reality check.

So what could this mean for us? How will we, the members of the Reformed
Dutch Church of Claverack go about managing our finances, deciding how to de-
termine spending patterns, attempting to be stewards of what we’ve been given?
Do we still want to exist in the way we have been for nearly 300 years? If we
Continued on next page...


http://www.rca.org/

it will cost something. We may each need to offer more, we may need to change how we budget, we may
need to change what we can realistically do in our ministry.

May God grant us wisdom and courage and a spirit of abundance.
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BIRTHDAYS

August

Irene Kitchie
Kathy Essig
Michael LaBelle
Jennifer Michielen
Phyllis Egan-Ryan
Jean Orlich
Rebecca Simmons
Peter Ostrander
7 Scott Holzhauer
11 Erin Hallenbeck
Jane Case
13 Shirley Shumsky
14 Glenn Holzhauer
15 Theresa Krein
Edward Smith, Jr.
17 Klaus Beinkampen
18 Meredith Weinman
19 John Dunham
21 Mary Ann Gregory
22 Allison Schroeppel
Signe Brousseau
lan Rasweiler
25 Terry Stone
Cheryl Halleran
27 James Schoep
Gig Barton
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30 Jay Mackerer

29 Cameron Michael Holzhauer

AUGUST 2009 BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

ANNIVERSARIES

August

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Starkes
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rasweiler

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Holzhauer
Mr. & Mrs. James Campion

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hotalen
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred L. Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Ambrose
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Krizar

Sat., August 1 Genesis 1:28-31

Sun., August 2 Genesis 3:22-24

Mon., August 3 Genesis 9:8-17

Tues., August 4 Genesis 11:27-32

August 5 Genesis 12:1-3

Thurs., August 6 Genesis 12:10-20

Fri. August 7 Genesis 18:1-8

Sat., August 8 Genesis 19:24-26
Sun., August 9 Genesis 19:27-28

Mon., August 10 Genesis 22:1-13
Tues., August 11 Genesis 25:19-28
Weds., August 12 Genesis 28:10-17

BIBLE READINGS - AUGUST 1 - 31, 2009

Thurs., August 13 Genesis 29:21-30 Mon. Aug., 24 Isaiah 59:16-23

Fri., August 14 Genesis 31:43-50

Sat., August 15 Genesis 32:22-32
Sun., August 16 Genesis 43:11-14
Mon., August 17 Genesis 52:13-53:12

Tues., August 18 Isaiah 54:1-17

Weds., August 19 lIsaiah 55:1-13
Thurs., August 20 Isaiah 56:1-12

Fri., August 21 Isaiah 57:1-21

Sat., August 22 Isaiah 58:1-14
Sun., August 23 Isaiah 59:1-15

Tues.,Aug. 25 lIsaiah 60:1-22
Weds., Aug. 26 Isaiah 61:1-11
Thurs.,Aug. 27 Isaiah 62:1-63:6
Fri., Aug. 28 Isaiah 63:7-19

Sat., August 29 Isaiah 64
Sun., August 30 Isaiah 65
Mon., August 31 Isaiah 66



JULY 2009 EVENTS

1 2 3 4
GIRL SCOUTS CHOIR PRACTICE | PEER SUPPORT
6PM 7PM 6:30-8:30
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
AA 8PM BOY SCOUTS GIRL SCOUTS CHOIR PRACTICE | PEER SUPPORT | (KITCHEN ONLY -
HVCS 8PM 6PM 6PM 7PM 6:30-8:30 HUDSON-ATHENS
CONSISTORY (KIITCHEN ONLY - | (KITCHEN ONLY - | LIGHTHOUSE 10A
ROAD TRIP TO HUDSON-ATHENS | HUDSON- LOUISE BLISS
THE BOGTS ART | LIGHTHOUSE. PM | ATHENS 828-7884)
CENTER. BE AT LOUISE BLISS - LIGHTHOUSE
CEB BY 5:40PM 828-7884) 10A-6P
LOUISE BLISS
828-7884)
12 13 14 15 GIRL SCOUTS |16 17 18
GIRL SCOUTS AA 8PM BOY SCOUTS 6PM & LEADERS | CHOIR PRACTICE | PEER SUPPORT | FELLOWSHIP -
HVCS 8PM 6PM IN LIBRARY 6PM | 7PM 6:30-8:30 FAMILY GAME
SAL. ARMY CLAVERACK GAR- DAY 3PM. SEE
BAKED GOODS DEN CLUB BOB. IHLENBURG
BY 9:30AM 1PM OR ANNE TERWIL-
LIGER.
19 20 21 22 CONSISTORY |23 24 25
AA 8PM BOY SCOUTS MTG. 7 PM (FOR | CHOIR PRACTICE | PEER SUPPORT |A.B. SHAW FIRE
HVCS 8PM 6PM JULY / AUGUST) 7PM 6:30-8:30 CO. (FOR PUBLIC
HVCS - ONE OF PARKING ONLY)
SIX SPECIAL 4PM - 6PM
REHEARSALS NOTE : PARADE
7:30 -9:30 STARTS 4PM;
G.SCOUTS 6 PM ENDS 6PM
26 27 28 29 30 31
AA 8PM BOY SCOUTS GIRL SCOUTS CHOIR PRACTICE | PEER SUPPORT
HVCS 8PM 6PM 6PM 7PM 6:30-8:30

GIRL SCOUT PICK UP/DROP-OFF ON JULY 13TH THRU 17TH

NEWSWORTHY NOTES

You are invited to join members of the consistory for a “road trip” up to The Boght Arts Center on Wednesday,
July 8th. We will visit the center and attend a prayer/worship service at the center in the style of Taize. The
prayers begin at 7:00 p.m. and so we will be leaving the church parking lot at 5:40 p.m. There will be others
from our community joining us in this fellowship/worship opportunity.

The Reformed Church in America welcomes baptized children to receive the sacrament of communion. The
Elders of RDCC encourage parents who are perceiving that their child is ready to partake of the Lord’s Supper
to contact Rev. Davelaar, who will then help in setting a meeting with you, your children, Pastor Davelaar and

(a) representative(s)))) of the Board of Elders.

Fellowship news: July 18th - 3:30 p.m. Family Game Day. Let Anne Terwilliger or Bob Ihlenburg know if
you have a special game; bring a covered dish to share. August 1st - Church Picnic at Dutchman’s Landing in
Catskill. If it rains, we’ll have the picnic in the CEB. Please bring a covered dish to share. We will have a
signup sheet. A Bike Ride will be announced in September. The Christmas Shows in Lancaster, PA from
November 11th - 13th cost $369 per person. Contact Anne Terwilliger if interested.
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Please pray for the health and well-being of: The Brink Family, Carol/Donald (Loi s Gortso6 daughte
Cathy (Ji m Mc Namee 6Chris(i Sstcerrea Mast ri aBDavidd(Schroeppet Fadijly, friend), Veronica Doer-

fer/ Blancheds |(oCaerdolon@isNei | | 6 sJudygMareDolany n_to)u,i se Bl i sMidk ef rD oesnsdds )s, 0
Steven Essig, Griff ( Sandy Biggi 86barflréememdMHart é6s (HbS/€MH retitexd snurse), Helen Lillian
(Thei sses dHattieukhlenBurg ( Bob 6 s madoshgiHQOSD student), Judy ( Gar y St e e n-+worker)) El- c o
eanor Krizar ( Shei | ad sindaw). hais/Carl ( Wendy Cook6sLyhne/Bobd 8ej nkampensoRuthri en
Manning, Marcy + Tom/ hi s wi f e/ NWibereFamilyY, Rew Bab Peterson, Robert/Karen ( Har dy s 6
son/daughter), Amy Seymour and mother, Sharon/Rose/Nikki/Marion ( Jul i e Ver one Magy fSthieakds
family ( S| usar s6 Tara/Tenrdmce ( Pam Ki | ne 6 sTerry Stened Em,( Jan Toel ke 6 JanfRayh e w)
Toelke, the Torre Family (Quirk Family friends), Tracy/Dave/Hope and parents (LaRocquesd Whiteend:
Family ( Jenny Case Sul | iJock Wirech,fCharbenWleg¢h,( Ci ndy VanAl p HPeted Zapp {Ah)anda

and Ashley Zappbs grandparents) .

éand those who -is erin hursing/assisted-living homes: Ruth Case (PH) ( Roger 6 s nLeonfer ) ,
Eleanor Cook, Judy Dunham (NL) ( J o h n 6 s-inslawy,tDorothy Griswold (NL) ( Jan LynchosClarenceher )
Harder (W), Hazel Ormerod (P), Dr. Robert Johnson (B), Kay Moore (LH) (Pam KIl i neo6sRobert fier ) ,
Loreen Rich (NL) ( Shirl ey Tri p RikbardSitee@W)s ) ( Tammy Ri g o Ruth VandérMeulen (PH)
(Linda LaBell ebs mot her). NL = Not local

B = Barnwell LH = Livingston Hills P = Pavillion PH = Pine Haven W = Whittier



