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Giving Thanks

Even if saying a ‘table grace’ is not part of your custom most days of the
vear, quite a few of us know that somehow, sitting down to a
Thanksgiving Day feast doesn’t feel quite right without a prayer being
said at the beginning of the meal together.

2011 Consistory

Minist
Rev. Kathryn L. Davelaar The following graces, some to be sung, some to be spoken, might be
Elders helpful to you as you gather with family and friends. You can use them
Norma Barnard alone, or along with your own words.
Jane Case soiving!
Worcty Goci Happy Thanksgiving! Pastor Rathy Davelaan
P-L Schroeppel
Ii{‘:’l:::ex‘_’::: (May be sung to Doxology Old 100th) +We have the light of your love,
*Be present at our table, Lord, O God. And we have the grace
me f’; here and every »'vhcrc adored; , of your providence, along with
y creatures bless and grant that we the exanmle oEvour Sutforing.
Robkaiacius May feast in fellowship with thee. Amen. 4 A ’
Diane Shisar : s we seek strength from this
Jim Mackerer (Tune: Are you sleeping Brother John) food and fellowship in sharing
Mike Bowman *+God our Father, Christ our Brother it. Grant that we may also find
Ed Cramer We give thanks, we give thanks. strength In your wisdom and
For our many blessings, fellowship in your presence
Judy Estelle For our many blessings. among us. Amen.
Bruce and Laurie Hawley A-A-men. A-A-men. *We feel hungry, but we do not
Staff (Tune: Edelweiss) starve. We eat until stuffed, but
Lloyd Lawrence +Bless our friends, Bless our food, still have empty hearts. So grant
Director of Bell Choir Come, O Lord, and sit with us. that our fellowship of food may
Andrea Mastrianni, May our talk glow with peace. become also a banquet of the
Director of Music May your love surround us. Spirit, and fill us, O God, with

Roberta Lieberman Nicholson,
Administrative Assistant

Friendship and love, may it
Bloom and grow,

yourself. Amen.
*+God is great, God is good.

Nelson Santiago, Bloom and grow forever. Let us thank God for our food.
Sexton Bless our friends, Ble_:ss our food, By God's hands we all are fed.

Come, O Lord, and sit with us. Give us Lord our daily bread,

Reformed Dutch Church of Amen. Amen.
Claverack (Tune: O God our Help in Ages Past) +Creator of the universe, you
Drawer K +To God who gives us daily bread, give us this gift of food &
Claverack, NY 12513 A thankful song we raise. nourish us and give us life. Bless
We pray that God who gives us food this food that you have made
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Will fill our hearts with praise. Amen.

+Good food.
Good meat,
Good God, let's eat!

and human hands have prepared.
May it satisfy our hunger, and in
sharing it together may we come
closer to one another. Amen.



Keep Up To Date With New Opportunities & Happenings!!

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY group will meet November 3" and November 10" at 9:30
am at Pine Haven Rehab Center so Margaret MacIntyre can participate in our class as she recuperates
from her recent hip replacement surgery. Betty Ostrander will lead our group as we continue the
“WOMEN WHO FOUND A WAY™ series. Please join us if you can. Meeting place for subsequent
BIBLE STUDY classes will be noted in the weekly bulletin. There will be no Bible Study on November
17" (Bazaar Week) or November 24™ (Thanksgiving Day). Contact Linda Theiss at 851-9442.

BOY SCOUTS 2" ANNUAL FLAPJACK BREAKFAST  to benefit the RDCC will be held on
Saturday November 5" from 8 am — 10 am at Applebee’s in Hudson. Tickets are $5.00.

LEAF RAKING on November 12" at 9 am at the Reformed Dutch Church. Bring your rakes, tarps,
leaf blowers and anything else you think might be helpful. All help gratefully appreciated.

“SONGS, STOLES & STORIES™ CONCERT TO CELEBRATE LGBT INCLUSION IN FAITH
COMMUNITIES

Room for All, an organization of Reformed Church in America (RCA) members who support, educate
and advocate for the full inclusion ol lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) persons in the life
and ministry of the RCA, will host a benefit concert featuring the Albany Gay Men’s Chorus on Friday,
November 4, at 7:30 pm. at the First Church in Albany, 110 N. Pearl Street.

The Chorus is well known for its varied repertoire of vocal music in the rich tradition of male choral
singing, from Mendelssohn to McCartney. Its members seek to enlighten as well as entertain, promoting
pride in and acceptance of the gay community and building bridges through positive contributions to the
greater Capital region.

The program will include several musical selections by the choir and soloists, storytelling, and an exhibit
of The Shower of Stoles. This extraordinary collection of liturgical stoles celebrates the lives of LGBT
people of faith who serve their communities in countless ways, while also lifting up thosc who have been
excluded from service because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. The collection bears witness
to the huge loss of leadership that the church has brought upon itself because of its own unjust policies.

The event is free and open 1o the public; there will be a freewill offering received to benefit the work of
Room for All. Refreshments will be served. For further information, call 462-6040.

FINANCIALS: During the month of September the Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack took in
$16,614.04 in income and expended $13,954.26 in expenses. A fully itemized report is available at the
church office upon request.



A note from the Church Treasurer, Nathan Winch

After eight months of operation in 2011, the Church has been able to pay its normal
expenses excluding benevolences, assessments and a balance due for our propane
fuel. We were able to do that by drawing down our reserves (as expected) by about
$21,000.

If we are able to bring in the budgeted income for the remainder of the year. we
should be able to pay our budgeted expenses and catch up on those that were listed
above. This catch up is normal given that a majority of our income is earned in the
last four months of the calendar year, however we have expenses throughout the
year, especially in the winter and spring months.

If the remainder of the year plays out as budgeted, we will only have a couple
thousand dollars in our immediate (bank money market) reserve account (not
including endowment accounts).

In order to run a budget on 2012 that is similar to the current 2011 one, we will
need to cover a shortfall of $21,000 to $25,000 to cover our expenses. Based on the
timing of expenses, we will need to cover that gap in the first six months of next
year.

Several approaches could be taken to bring a solution to this situation and the
consistory is addressing it (meeting in October to be announced). One of the first
steps is to bring about a further awareness and prayerfully request the financial help
of our members, friends and extended family ot the church.

Your increasing support is vitally needed to continue the good program here at the
Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack. Please be alert to a planning meeting that
will take place in October. Details to follow (see immediately below) . For further
financial information, you may reach our treasurer Nate Winch at
nwinch{@nubk.com or 828-4088 days, 828-4033 evenings & weekends. Thank you.

YULE BOOTH: The Yule Booth meetings have begun!! 7 pm on Thursday evenings in the
Cemetery Room. Come one Come all!

CHOIR: Sr. Choir rehearsals began on Thursday, September 15" at 7:30 pm. New choir
members are always encourage to join us!

Did you see........... a digital camera that was left in the church? At an earlier wedding one
was left behind. If you did can you please let the church office know? Thanks!!






