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Rev. D 
 

Dear Friends and Members  
of the Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack, 
 

As summer continues to give us its blessings of warmth and fun, 
we also look forward to the coming new church program year and 
are busily getting ready for and eagerly anticipating the return to 
our fall worship and Sunday School season. 
 
Of course one of the important aspects of getting our Christian 
education building ready is making sure that we have heat in the 
building for those soon to come cool days. 
We have had a summer to anticipate and make plans for the 
replacement of the 45+ year old heating system that has been in 
this facility and that is no longer working.  Many people, including 
the members of the Building and Property and Finance 
Committees as well as the Consistory have been working to 
prepare a plan for this replacement.  Bids were taken on the work 
to be done, a decision was made to move to propane heating, 
and preliminary financing plans were discussed. 
 
The cost of this project is $29,500. We know that we will be 
saving at least $4000 a year in heating costs with our new system 
due to greater efficiency and lower electric costs.  Thanks to a 
generous donation, $5,000 has already been paid to help cover 
the cost.  An additional $6,000. has been paid from the interest 
that we have accumulated on the Building Endowment Fund and 
other restricted accounts of the Church.  This leaves a balance 
needed of $18,500.  
 
RDCC has the Building Endowment Fund, created in 1983, from 
which we have been able to use earnings from time to time to 
finance property needs.  It seems good at this time to the 
Consistory and Finance Committee to ask the congregation for 
approval to use other monies from this fund to cover the cost of 
the furnace replacement.  This fund has a principal balance of 
$30,530.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Kathy Davelaar 
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When the fund was created this was the agreement approved for the use of such funds: "There are to 
be no other withdrawals of principal from this fund without a further resolution approved by 75% of 
the total Consistory membership together with an approval of the Congregation at a properly called 
Congregational Meeting."   
 
The Consistory has unanimously approved the borrowing from these funds and a congregational 
meeting, planned for Sunday, September 12, following worship will allow the congregation to make 
the final vote on this decision.  The plan is to borrow from this fund whatever amount is needed after 
other donations are received with this amount not to exceed the $18,500 and to repay the fund over a 
10 year term.  If we assume the amount borrowed is $18,500 the repayment of $1,850. per year will 
then allow the additional savings of $2,150. ($4,000. savings in fuel and electric less $1,850. 
repayment of loan) to reduce our annual operating expenses and deficit we have been incurring 
annually. 
 
We are fortunate at the Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack that we have had leaders in the past 
who recognized the ongoing need for funding for property upkeep and improvement.  We will do well 
to continue to pay attention to this important aspect of our stewardship.  We want to continue to 
grow our building endowment fund in the near future so that ideally, it will become large enough to 
fund such necessary repair and replacements that we now have in front of us in ways that use only 
the earnings of this fund.   
 
If you are able to help, by either contributing to the cost of our new heating system or to the 
endowment fund, please contact either Jim Mackerer (828-5273), or Nathan Winch (828-4033), 
Wendy Cook (828-1229) or Kathy Davelaar (851-3811) and your contribution will be gratefully 
received.  Thank you for the wonderful ways in which you continue to support the ministry of this 
congregation. 
 
 
        Grace and Peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Kathy Davelaar 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Church Office Hours:  

Monday 9am – 12pm, Tuesday 9am – 1pm and Thursday 9 am – 2 pm  

Closed Wednesday and Friday. 

 



 
 

   

                             Keep Up To Date With New Opportunities & Happenings!!        

 
 

IMPORTANT CONGREGATIONAL MEETING!!  

Sunday, September 12
th

 

After Worship 
 

 

As members of the RDCC we are fortunate and blessed to have a wonderful campus for ministry. And as 

property owners, we know that part of our stewardship will always be keeping this property in good 

repair and useable. The heating system in the Christian Education Building must be replaced; the present 

system is old and does not work anymore. There will be a special congregational meeting on Sunday, 

September 12, following worship to vote on a proposal as to how to finance this replacement/repair. The 

consistory has a plan in place which includes borrowing money from the principal of a building 

endowment fund. Congregational approval is needed for this to happen. 

 

 

It’s Never Too Early!!  It‟s that time of year once again. The Yule Booth is meeting on Thursdays at 7 pm in 

the Cemetery Room.  

 

Crop Walk! Sunday, October 3
rd

.  REPORT FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITEE 

The annual CROP Walk will be held on Sunday, October 3 -- World Communion Sunday -- at 2 p.m.  

 Registration begins at 1 p.m. at Christ Church Episcopal, 431 Union Street, Hudson.  The event will be held rain 

or shine. 

                The course is approximately four miles long and winds through Hudson's streets.  There is also a 

shorter route available.  Free ice cream sundaes, donated by Stewart's Shops, will be served to walkers upon 

completion of the walk at Christ Church Episcopal and there are rest and refreshment stops along the route. 

                Our church has been a prominent partner in the success of this worthy event for many years, but 

support has declined in recent years.  In 2009, only 34 walkers participated in the walk (just nine of them from 

our congregation), a drop from 78 overall in 2007.  We have managed to hold on to the coveted "Golden 

Piggybank Award" for the most money raised by an organization, but we have been surpassed by Christ Church 

Episcopal for the "Golden Sneaker" for the greatest number of walkers. 

                The Hudson Area CROP Walk is one of several thousand walks held each year to raise both money 

and awareness of those without adequate food.  One-quarter of the money raised  from our walk stays here in the 

area. 

                There are a number of ways you can help: join the committee to plan the event; be a walker and collect 

pledges from friends, co-workers and family; and/or support a walker with your pledge.  Let's see if we can 

increase our numbers this year. 

                Contact Jenny Post (851.5950) or Lloyd Lawrence (851.9077) for more information.  



Morning Bible Study Group: Thursday, September 30
th

 at 9:30 am. We will meet in the library to 

brainstorm and plan for a new season. If you are interested in studying the Bible with this group, please join us 

then and share your hopes and expectations. 

 

Community Hospice of Columbia/Greene Volunteer Training Program November 1, 4, 8 & 11 in Catskill. 

For more information please call Patty Perella, Coordinator of Services, 943-5425, Ext. 110. 

 

 

The Bell  Choir is Looking for a Few New Ringers! If you have thought about trying your hand at bell ringing, 

talk to Lloyd Lawrence about taking a “test drive” with the bell choir (we don‟t bite!). You don‟t need to be able 

to read music – just a willingness to learn the basics of ringing. We will be starting our rehearsals in mid-

September (Thursday nights at 6:50 pm) so we‟d love to hear from you in the mean time. A special „bell-

sampling” is being planned for an upcoming Sunday (following worship service) for anyone interested in just 

“sampling” bell ringing. 
 

 

*********************************************************** 

 
         

Jelly Jars: It will soon be time when those who make jam will be busy at it again. Some 

folks are already planning their batches of jelly/jam for the Annual Bazaar. If you have 

empty jars to donate/return, please take them to the church kitchen. THANK YOU. 
 

 

REMINDER!!!!!!!! 

 

Don‟t forget to check the September 2010 calendar (last page of the Fisherman) to 

see the upcoming events.  

 

 
 

 

Heating Solution for CEB approved by Consistory 

Being that we cannot bottle the hot air as of late and use it this upcoming winter, the Church was faced 

with a problem of what to do with the aged boiler that provides the heat for the CE Building.  This was 

triggered by the circulator overheating as it was running continuously.  A decision was made to move 

forward with a boiler replacement as we knew the outdated boiler was using too much electricity and fuel.   

A combined property/finance committee effort was undertaken to come up with the best solution. About 

six proposals were submitted that included both oil and liquid propane (LP) fired boilers.  The Committee 

made a conscious Christian decision to go with LP boilers based on its clean burning, efficiency and lack 

of a maintenance/cleaning need every year.  From there the 2 best proposals were submitted with a 

detailed cost analysis that included efficiency, fuel usage, electrical usage, installation cost, annual 

maintenance cost, annual cost, 10 year cost, 20 year cost and a break even period.  The Finance 

Committee's recommendation  that was approved by the consistory was to go with the 2 LP boiler option 

as given by Valley Oil along with fixing the back stairwell heating (putting out too much heat).  Major 

reasons were as follows: 

 



 

1. Overall cost savings over a one LP burner over the expected life of 20 years and over our 

current system.  The overall savings (including installation cost) was over $50,000 over this 

time period compared to the current system. The 2 boiler system has up to a 94% efficiency 

rating.  Our current system was estimated at 54% and the one boiler was estimated at 80-

84%. 

2.  Support staff in place with Valley Oil 

3.  Valley Oil's ability to offer flexible terms (little money down, interest free financing over 3 or 

more years if needed) 

 

4.  Valley Oil's ability to transfer the oil from the two full tanks in the CEB to the tank(s) in the parsonage.  

The current fuel on hand may carry the parsonage well into next heating season if not totally through it. 

 

5.  Efficiency of the 2 burner system and mitigation of being without heat if one of the burner's goes out. 

  

The approved financing terms are as follows: 

1.  Use interest earned off of the building endowment to provide for the good faith deposit and part of 

the total cost 

2.  Borrow other monies from the principal of the Building Endowment to pay for the project.  This project 

comes from an emergency building need and time is of the essence.  It takes about 1 month to get the 

equipment in and a couple weeks or more to get it installed (based on their pipeline of work).  Using other 

investment/endowment monies could handcuff the Church in the future as not all of them have specific 

uses.  It is better to use the Building Endowment monies for the purpose intended and leave the other 

monies for other potential needs in the future. 

3.  Repay the Building endowment principal back from the savings on the system over ten years. The cost 

savings was estimated at over $4,000 per year between fuel and electrical use.   The repayment will be 

mitigated by the giving response we receive to help support this project. 

4.  Use other unallocated investment monies, if needed, to provide enough of a down payment (so down 

payment totals at least $12,000) to Valley Oil after the system is installed.  This is a contingency plan 

based on the timing of getting congregational approval for borrowing from the Building Endowment Fund 

  

The total solution cost is $25,900, which includes removal of the old 150 gallon boiler.  Shortly after 

placing the order through Valley Oil the Church received a donation from a long time member in the 

amount of $5,000 to go towards the purchase.  Interest in the Building Endowment Fund is $4,000 or 

more so the Church's need to cover the remaining cost is $16,900.  Our annual repayment to the Building 

endowment will be no more than $1,690 per year which leaves the approximate $2,310 to go towards 

balancing the annual budget.  These two figures come from the estimated cost savings of over $4,000 per 

year. The more we are able to raise, the less we will have to pay back every year, which further helps 

support our mission. 

 

The commitment was made to purchase the equipment based on a time of the essence factor and a need 

to reduce our energy waste.  We were on borrowed time with the old boiler as well.  This decision will 

actually help the budget and the borrowed monies (if enough monies are not raised) will come from a 

fund that does not support the budget.  However, careful planning will still need to take place for the 2011 

year budget.  Please consider a gift to help with this project and/or a fundraising effort and further 



 

promotion of this need to assist. Some have mentioned a portion of the 50th annual Bazaar as a 

possibility.  Whatever it may be, we ask for this prayerfully in his name.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Nate Winch 

Treasurer 

  

 

 
 

 

         
 

 

This year the Sunday School will be following the “I AM” theme carried over from Camp 

Fowler  this summer.   Much of the concept is taken from the writing and development of the 

program by Melissa Brandes, Assistant Chaplin on staff at Camp Fowler.  We thank her for 

allowing our Sunday School to use the material in advance.  

 

On September 12
th

 we will kick off RALLY DAY with some fun games  including a maze walk 

for the younger children.   The teachers are looking forward to being with your children again 

and teaching them stories from the Old and New Testament.  We are asking that you work with 

your children to learn Psalm 23, this is important scripture for children to know as it will give 

comfort and direction for the rest of their lives.  

 

Just a reminder to parents that a collection is taken each Sunday in the classrooms to help defray 

the cost of the crafts and also for the child that we sponsor through World Vision.  The children 

also are asked to bring in pennies on their birthdays representing how old they are for   our 

special piggy bank- this donation goes to the Heifer Project when the Pig is full.   We will be 

having two fund raising events in the form of a sub sale and hope that the congregation will 

support us in this endeavor as we are a self- supporting  program of the church. 

 

We have three wish list items to help us with the program this year: 

1. Baby Food Jars  for September 19
th

 

2. Anyone in the congregation that speaks a foreign language or took a foreign language in 

school we need your help on World Communion Sunday October 3
rd

. 

3. More teachers- each year we are getting fewer volunteers to lead Sunday School. At 

present we are still looking for teachers for one grade level.  Sometimes we can try to 

accommodate for a teacher shortage by  combining grades into one classroom, but when 



 

the age span becomes too big it is a problem because  we try to gear a lot of what we do 

based on  age- appropriateness.  If you feel  the Call to teach,  please follow your Call 

and telephone me  at 672-4322  

Submitted by Linda Van Der Meulen. 

 

 
 
 

  

Financial Information for July 2010 

  Income 
 

  Assessments 75.00 

Deacon's 
 Easter Offering 
 Food Appeal 180.00 

Fundraisers 
 Giving-Loose 294.00 

Giving-Regular 7,815.00 

Interest & Return Investment 
 Lilies/Poinsettias 
 Memorial Gifts 
 Mission of the Month 5.00 

Missions 
 Other Pass Throughs 
 Unbudgeted Appeals (other) 
 RCWM Contribution 
 

  Total 8,369.00 

  Disbursements 
 

  Accounting & Consulting 
 Benevolences 
 Benevolences-Unbudgeted 
 Catlbe TC & Internet 
 Cleaning Services 
 Custodial Supplies 2.49 

Denomination Assessments 
 Electricity-Parsonage 187.62 

Electricity - CEB & Church 163.26 

Electricity - Outdoor Lights 10.14 



 

Fundraising Expenses 
 General Maintenance 184.77 

Heating Fuel - CEB 500.00 

Heating Fuel - Parsonage 
 Off Supplies/Copier/Postage 
 Music/Sheet Music 
 Pastor's Reimbursement 5,710.29 

Payroll Expenses 183.31 

Payroll - Other 2,390.98 

Payroll Taxes 474.45 

Petty Cash/Misc 
 Propane - Church 
 Property & General Liability 1,194.00 

Pulpit Supply/Supply Organist 600.00 

Service Contract - Parsonage 
 Special Programs 
 Telephone 
 Town Taxes - Water 196.76 

Trash Removal 40.00 

Unbudgeted Expense 
 Website 
 Worship/Worship Supplies 
 

  Total 11,838.07 

  Income over Expenses -3,469.07 

  
 

   

   

    

August Consistory Highlights 
 Meeting opened with prayer at 7:10 pm on August 4. 

 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΥ  Yŀȅ /ƻƻƪ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ items collected on 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎΦ  aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
had previously been given to the Dabneys, since the Dabneys have retired. 

 9ƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΥ  !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ [ȅƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ 9Ǌƛƪ 5Ŝƴƴȅ.  Baptism will 
happen in worship on Sunday, September 19. 

 Committee Reports 
o Outreach/Marketing Committee is overseeing the Business After Hours which is being 

held at our church on Thursday, August 26. 
o Worship Committee:  consistory members were reminded to take the grape juice used 

home after communion. 



 

o Property Committee:  RCW authorized purchase of new refrigerator and warming oven 
for the church kitchen. 

o Missions Committee:  CROP Walk planned for Sunday, October 3 
o Finance Committee:  Wendy Cook will be added to the list of those authorized to sign 

checks. 

 .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ !ǇǇƭŜōŜŜΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛƴ 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ όŀǘ !ǇǇƭŜōŜŜΩǎύ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /9.Φ 

 Discussion of Bylaws and Policy and Procedure Manual.  Kathy will talk to Mary Hallenbeck to 
see about finding the original document that spelled out the agreed upon regulations regarding 
use of building endowment funds. (Note:  a member of the consistory later found said 
document) 

 On September 12, following worship, a congregational meeting will be held to approve the use 
of building endowment funds. 

 Meeting closed with prayer at 8:20 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries! 

Please help us update our Birthday and Anniversary List.        

If you want to be placed on the list, (or we have the dates wrong) please email the church office 

at rdcc88@yahoo.com, drop off a correction/addition or call at 851-3811. 

 

September Birthdays      September Anniversaries 

 

Loreli LaRocque  9/1    Terry & Ann Stone 9/24 

Jean Starkes   9/3    Jim & Carol O‟Neil 9/26 

Barbara Robinson  9/3 

Dorothea Schoep  9/5 

Trisha Post   9/6 

Renee Stone   9/10 

Frank Starkes   9/13 

Jennifer Post   9/24 

Jayden Denny   9/27 

Phyllis Mayo   9/28 
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PRAYER CONCERNS LIST   

 
 

Please pray for:   

Norma Barnard’s aunt                                                  

Klaus Beinkampen’s mother 

Louise Bliss‟ friends…Judy/Marc Dolan 

Wendy Cook‟s friends…Lois/Carl 

Reverend Davelaar 

DeLamater Family… Donald,  and friend, Joan 

Jan Dunham‟s friend…Shaquanda  

Lois Gorts‟ daughter/nephew…      Carol/ Donald 

Cheryl Halleran‟s friends…  Mikey Quirk/Kathy  

The Hardy Family…Karen/Robert 

Hotalen Family friends…Flo, Fred 

Bob Ihlenburg’s parents 

Kitchie/Kramer…friend 

Pam Kline‟s friends…Carol Wright’s loved ones  

Knull Family 

LaRocques‟ friends…Tracey/Donna 

Jan Lynch‟s family/friend…Laira, Sandy, 

 Julie/Aleta  

Ruth Manning‟s stepdaughter…Chantal 

Phyllis Mayo‟s friend…Crystal  

 

Moore/Niver friend…Rose 

 

 Lois Niver‟s cousin/friend…Ginny/Linda                               
 

Carol Doerfer-O‟Neill‟s mother/ and friends… 

Mary/Debbie 

Betty Ostrander‟s family/friend… 

 Maureen+family/Joanne                                                                  

Jenny Post‟s friend…Joan+family        

Schoep Family/friends…Terra 

 Claudia/Thibault Family 

Schroeppel Family/friend…P-L’s mom, 

 Rebecca/friend’s mom, Helen, 

 Theodore 

Thomas Seymour 

 

Heaven Smith 

Ann/Terry Stone 

Jennifer Stubblebeen‟s grandfather… 

 James Krom 

Jennie Case Sullivan‟s friends White Family                            

Theiss Family/friend… Derick+Alicia, friend 

Linda Van Der Meulen‟s friend…Bella 

Deb VanDyke‟s brother-in-law…Bob 

Julie Veronezi‟s family/friends…

 UncleWillard/Nikki/          

 Marion+family/Jen/Nancy/Brian 

Westendorfs‟ friend…Stan Scott  

Wilber Family and friends…John,  Marcy/Tom+ 

Donna/   Niece’s friend/Hartmut/Linda   

Amanda and Ashley Zapp‟s grandparents… 

 Peter/Julie  Zapp 
 

éand those who are housebound or in nursing/assisted-living homes: 

HOME:  Eleanor/Leon Cook, Eleanor Krizar (Sheila‟s mother-in-law)  

BARNWELL:  Dr. Robert Johnson, Dale Nicholson (our church secretary‟s husband)  

PAVILLION:  Hazel Ormerod 

PINE HAVEN:  Ruth Case (Roger‟s mother), Ruth Van Der Meulen (Linda‟s mother) 

                           Nelson Dickey (Virginia Ambrose‟s father) 

WHITTIER:  Richard Siter (Tammy Rigos‟ father)  

NOT LOCAL:  Judy Dunham (John‟s sister-in-law), Dorothy Griswold (Jan Lynch‟s mother)                            

Rev. Davelaar’s parents, Anne Terwilliger’s parents 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                                                                   

 

 
 

FISHERMAN SUBMISSIONS!!!! 
The next Fisherman will be published September 26th  so the deadline for submissions need to be in to 

the Church office no later than September 16
th

. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

50
th

 Annual Bazaar is this year!!!!!!!!!  
Attention all women of the congregation.  

We need everyone to step forward and become involved in this special bazaar.  

Please contact any of the different chairpersons of the booths: 

 

Home Boutique  Phyllis Mayo & Hattie Hotalen 

Knitting   Snookie Patterson 

Baskets   Karen Winch 

Pantry   Jean Starkes 

Kitchen   Norma Barnard 

Good Earth   Church Office 

Trifles & Treasurers Church Office 

Silent Auction  Carolyn Wilber 

*************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

Please don’t forget to…… 

 

 Support the Deacon‟s Fund by contributing to the Deacon‟s Table. Share your garden 

vegetables and flowers by dropping them off at the Table before morning worship service.  

 

Help the Missions Committee get a head-start on this year‟s Operation Christmas child gift 

boxes by collecting: pens, pencils, Crayola markers (10 count) small solar calculators, small 

pads, single tee shirts for all elementary school age students. 

 

 

 

 

 


